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A part-time prosecutor
 Deputy Director 

General, Department 
of Anti-dereliction 
of Duty and 
Infringement on 
Human Rights, 

 Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate, PRC

 (2006-2008)
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Jurist and Novelist
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Books about Wrongful Conviction
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A novel about corruption 
 Black Holes was 

published in 
English by 
Penguin Group in 
September, 2014.

 It tells a story 
about human 
nature, corruption 
and justice.
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Financial Times 
&

Beijing Review
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I. The Problem of Corruption
 Since the Eighteenth 

Congress of CPC, 
November , 2012, the 
new leadership has 
been calling for 
fighting corruption.

 How serious is the 
problem of corruption 
in China?
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Objective assessment of corruption
 In past ten years, there were some 40000 public 

officials charged with corruptions each year. 
While, 46024 officials were charged in 2012, 
51306 officials were charged in 2013, 55101 
officials were charged in 2014, by the 
procuratorates. 

 Among them, 2000 were above division chief 
level on the average, while 4040 in 2014, 40.7% 
up from 2013; 5-7 were above minister-level, 
while 42 in 2014. 
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“Hitting tigers”
 From Nov. 2012 to 

the end of 2015, 145 
high ranking officials 
have been charged 
for corruption.

 Some of them were 
the Party/state 
leaders, such as Su 
Rong, Xu Caihou,  
Zhou Yongkang, and 
Ling Jihua.  
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Subjective assessment of corruption

On the list of CPI of 
Transparency 
International 
2015,

Mainland China is 
numbered 83 
（168) with the 
score of 37. 
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Subjective assessment (CPI) of 
corruptions in Mainland China

 2014, 100, 36 (175)

 2013, 80, 40 (177)

 2012, 80, 39 (180）

 2011, 75, 3.6 (183)

 2010, 78, 3.5 (181)

 2009, 79, 3.6 (180)

 2008，72，3.6（180）

 2007，72，3.6（179）

 2006，70，3.3（163）

 2005，78，3.2（158）

 2004，71，3.4（146）

 2003，66，3.4（133）

 2002，59，3.5（102）

 2001，57，3.5（91）

 2000，63，3.1，（90）

 1999，58，3.4，（99）

 1998，52，3.5，（85）

 1997，41，2.88，（52）

 1996，50，2.43，（54）

 1995，40，2.16，（41)
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The nature of corruption

 Individual 
corruption

 institutional 
corruption

 social 
corruption
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II. The anti-corruption strategy

 Fighting yesterday’s 
corruptions or 
tomorrow’s 
corruptions?

 The focus of 
fighting corruption 
is on investigation, 
punishment, or 
prevention?



15

Anti-corruption Strategy in China 
Korber Forum, Hamburg, Germany, 06/05/2014
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1. Shifting from severe punishment 
to strict investigation

 The old policy of “executing one 
to deter one hundred”.

 The deterrent force of 
punishment and investigation.

 Strict investigation is more 
effective than severe punishment.
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High ranking officials of death penalty
（Hu Changqing, Cheng Kejie, 2000）
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Strengthening the investigation power

 Sending inspection teams of the 
Party’s central disciplinary committee.

 Establishing more centralized system 
of the Party disciplinary committee.

 Establishing more centralized system 
of anti-corruption within the 
procuratorates.
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The new Anti-corruption Bureau General
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2. Shifting from punishment 
focus to prevention focus
 Strengthening the supervision within 

the Party.
 Promoting the transparency of the 

government.
 Strengthening the checks and audits of 

public expenditures. 
 Promoting the property declaration 

rules for public officials.
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Property declaration by officials
 In 1994, the Standing Committee of 

NPC planned to make a Property 
Declaration Law, but failed. 

 In 1995, the Party and the Central 
Government  issued an order to 
require officials above division chief 
level to report their incomes to 
internal organic department, but the 
order became a nominal procedure.
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Reforms and experiments
 Since 2009, some local governments started reforms 

on trial bases for establishment of the property 
declaration rules, such as in Xinjiang, Zhejiang, 
Sichuan and Ningxia. However, they are not real 
open declarations.

 In 2010, the Party and the Central Government 
issued an order to require officials to report more 
tings internally, including their investments in real 
estates and securities.

 In the end of 2012, some cities in Guangdong were 
going to start the declaration on trial basis.

 The deadlock of the declaration.
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How to breakthrough the deadlock?

 An novel idea: 
Conditional 
deferment of 
investigation 
(amnesty to 
corrupt officials) 
in exchange for 
the declaration 
law，Legal daily, 
2008.
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The fight against corruption: Life and death 
struggle -- Party officials are urged to come clean 
about their wealth. (Dec 8th 2012 BEIJING)

…But for those less inclined to disclose 
their assets, He Jiahong, a scholar at 
Renmin University in Beijing, has 
suggested a solution in the form of an 
amnesty. Mr He proposes that officials be 
given until the end of 2013 to disclose their 
family assets publicly, and that they get an 
amnesty for any acts of corruption 
committed to acquire those assets. Mr He 
drew inspiration from an amnesty granted 
to police in colonial Hong Kong in 1977 as 
part of an effort to root out extensive 
corruption related to local mafia. “In 
general we have been fighting yesterday’s 
corruption,” he says. It is more important 
for society to fight “tomorrow’s corruption”.
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The Daily Telegraph, March 16, 2015
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3. Shifting from moral 
education to legal regulation
 Human nature and human nurture.
 Reform and open up policy, rapid 

economic development, and the 
degradation  of morality in the society.

 From changing people’s thoughts to 
changing people’s behaviors.  

 From rule of man to rule by law, and to 
rule of law. 



"Power should be restricted by 
the cage of regulations."

•China's President Xi 
Jinping has reiterated his 
determination to fight 
corruption, saying the fight 
was grim and complicated 
but that the party will 
maintain great pressure to 
root out official graft. 
•Xi Jinping made the 
remarks at a meeting held 
by China's anti-corruption 
watchdog, the Central 
Commission for Discipline 
Inspection, Jan. 15, 2014. 
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The Rule of Law in China
•The Fourth Plenary 
Session of the 18th 
CPC Central 
Committee,  Oct. , 
2014. 
•The Communique 
lays out the general 
objective of 
building "the 
socialist rule of law 
with Chinese 
characteristics" . 
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Rule of Law: China is still a 
developing country
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Thank you all!
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