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Curtin University is pleased to affirm the below Statement of Strategic Intent in relation to the 
LIFESPRINGSMARS MISSION CONCEPT: A FOCUSED PARTNERSHIP FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

TRANSLATION 
Preamble 
Recognising the importance of advancing planetary science and technology through international collaboration, the 
participants of the LifeSpringsMars Working Group affirm their shared intent to cooperate on the development of the 
LifeSpringsMars Mission Concept. 
The Working Group brings together leading researchers, industry specialists, and innovators across space systems, 
astrobiology and planetary science, robotics, and remote operations. This collaboration is founded on a common goal: to 
progress a globally significant initiative that will deepen our understanding of the search for life beyond Earth and pioneer 
new approaches to autonomous operations with benefits on and off the Earth. 

Shared Intent 
The participants agree on the following high-level objectives: 

• Advance the science concept through coordinated analogue research and mission planning. 
• Enable technical demonstrations that showcase dual-use benefits on Earth and beyond. 
• Progress mission pathways including Science Traceability Matrix and Pre-Phase A studies. 
• Strengthen international collaboration through proactive engagement with space agencies, industry, and 

governments. 

Pathway Forward 
The LifeSpringsMars Working Group will: 

• Meet regularly to coordinate progress and share expertise. 
• Engage proactively with space agencies, industry, and governments to socialise the concept. 
• Explore technical demonstrations, science translation and workforce development opportunities that highlight 

multi-sector benefits from the LifeSpringsMars concept. 

This Statement is non-binding. It is intended to signal alignment, build visibility, advance the mission concept, and 
encourage international collaboration, while preserving flexibility as the LifeSpringsMars concept matures. 

Participants 
This Statement of Intent acknowledges the involvement of participants drawn from: 

Universities in Western Australia, New Zealand, 
and the United States. 

Industry leaders in remote 
operations and mission design. 

International technology company providing 
AI-driven autonomy & systems innovation. 

Curtin University  
Professor Martin Van Kranendonk 
Professor Katarina Miljkovic 
Ms Renae Sayers 

Fugro SpAARC  
Dr Siddarth Pandey 
Mr Sam Forbes 
Ms Dawn McIntosh 

Uncharted AI 
Mr Pradyumna Vyshnav 
Dr Vivek Shankar Varadharajan  

Edith Cowan University  
Professor Paulo de Souza 

  

Arizona State University 
Professor Jim Bell 
Associate Research Professor Steve Ruff 

  

University of Auckland 
Professor Kathleen Campbell  
Associate Professor Michael Rowe 
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